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Thornhill Baptist Church 


8018 YONGE ST., THORNHILL, ONT. 


MINISTER: CLERK: 


REV. ERNEST L. JOHNS W. D. MC GOWAN 
119 ROCKPORT CRES., 10 CAVALIER CRES., THORNHILL 


RICHMOND HILL 884-5816 


December 9th,1971. 


Dr: H.C. Burleigh, 
FwOsBoad-6 
Bath, Ontario. 


Dear Dr. Burleigh: 


i never did:.get’in to see you last 
summer simvlv because 1 never made a trip that way, but 
I have snent auite a few davs since lastswriting at the 
Cntario Archives in downtown, Toronto. The trouble is, 
as- you know, when you gather too many facts you multiply 
the ebnilicts in the evidence:: Right now, I feel that si 
should fill in'the family record form, but there is: one 
Pima wil eiet woud Like ‘to cleer“up firstj:.if Io can; 
end mevbe vou can heln me from that unpublished geneology 
of the Van Alstvne familv. ‘I am trying to relate. the 
children of Peter Van Alstine of DSidnev townshin with 
the correct wives. Here.is what 1 know of that family: 


birth:: reported in McDowell's register; Vol 1,. for Aug. 
30, 1807, son of Cornelius Van Alstine and Rachael Dunham. 


marriage: 1 have no records, but 

1. Mar§earet Mevers, daughter of George W. Mevers and 
Alada Van Alstine of Sidnev Two., annveared in person before 
the magistrates at Adogbhustown on Jan. 29th, 1834 and swore 
that shw was the wife of Peter Van Alstine of Sidney and 
daughter of George W. tleyers of the same place. Her vetition 
for land as the daughter of an U.E.L. was recommended by the 
council on June 5, 1834. (V Bundle 18,Nol 24). Peter, then, 
Garriead his first cousin, first. 


2.Parmelia Lott is the wife of record for Peter Vanalstine 
of Sidney Township by the census records of 1851,61,71. In 
1251 the children living with them are given as George, John, 
Cherles and Rachael Clarinda, ages 11,7,5 and 3 resvectively. 
But living with a voung farm family in Sidnev Twn ere Iry (I 
believe, poor shélBing) and Eliza ages 21 and 1% resnectively. 
Leter census records show an Ira Van Alstine, married with 
a family, but I never found the Fletcher's (Eliza) in 1861. 


In the book Pioneer Life on the Bav of Quinte, only the 
four younger children are listed and they are seid to be 
Margaret's. Now 1 have acouired #liza's death certificate 
from the State of Mich. and not being like Ontario it 1s 


a nhotostat. Her daughter Ellen renorts that she was 
married the first time at age 20 (this would be to Robert 
Fletcher)on whom I have nothing) and gives her parents 

as Peter Vanalstine and Permelia Lott. I have acuauired 
from Ontario some of the infomation on Eliza's marriage 
certificate, the second time, to Paul Bartlett of Sidney 
Two. Beeee, on Oct. 19, 1872, Hliza said that she was born 
in Sidney and &#ef her parents were Peter Vanalstine and 
Permelia Lott. 


+74 
Ai 


AND SO: vou can see that the reports conflict. Which 


of Peter's children belonged to Margaret and which to 


Parmelia (vou noticed the snelling variations?). I had George 
Van Alstinesdeath notice in my grandmother's records and 

so sent for his certificate. The Aegistrar @eneral"s office 
came back that thev had no record of it, and so I was no 
further ahead. Do your record¢@ of Maior Peter Van Alstine's 


descendents go this far? 


In mv rearches, I wrote down the information whenever 
I saw the name Griffis (ths) since my mother was Winnie T. 
Griffis, end discovered something which she did not know, 
or at least nass along, that she had direct descent from 
Williem Griffis U.i#.L of Adolphustown and Frederickburgh, 
through Stevhen, Andrew and Josiah. Again it is Stevhen's 
children bv Nancv Kemn wkrekx on which I do not have 
comvlete informstion.* How is!vour Griffis: file? 


Anvwav, Il am going to fill in my anvnlication with what 
informs tion 1 have as soon as 1 hear from you, and then I 
can continue working on the blanks. 1 can prove direct 
descent from the Major Peter, from William YVriffis and I 
rather exnect to John W. Meyers instead of John Lott, 
althourh this is why 1 am wieiting you. I have not worked 
on ‘ancy Semp or Rachael Dunham yet. I have nicked up one 
renort that Nancv #as born in Adonhustown, but 1 exnect it 
was vrobablv Fredericksburgh. Racheel D. was born in New 
York State (census for Athol, 1861) 


I am also workings on Eliza's descendents and doing 
prettv well,-too. 


¥'d. be hanvy'\tos hear! from) you. 


“incerely, 
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tisabeth Contant Griffis, bern 1719.6 

James A, Griffis, born 1823; died 1397, 
John Vy Griffis, born 1325; 
Stephen 2olsen Griffis, born 1326, 
Elida Maria Bell Griffis, born 1é 


dran fune Griffis, born 1533, 
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* to contact rues “wifiis, 
side of your tree, Incidentally, tis Step’ 
Archives, Ottawa, could sem you. 4 photestatic 
dated:31 ° August, 192k. 
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Peterborough, Ont. 
April 4th, 1966 


Dre He C. Burleigh, 
Geneologist, 
Bay of Guinte United Empire Loyablist assocation, 
adolphustown, Ont. 
Dear Dr. burleigh:- 
In 1960 I read an article in the Telegram on the United 
Empire Loyalists by Leon Kossar. 


I do know that my ancestors landed at Adolphustown. 
y 


My Great Grandfather James Ae Griffis was born in 1823. 
He is buried at Castleton, Ont. His wife Clarissa Emily was 
born in 18454 and is buried there also. 

Having seen a very ornately illustrated family Bible 
when I was @ child I seem to reeall that My Great Frandmother's 
maiden name was Van Dusen or something like that. Unfortunately 
it has been lost over the years. 


I do not know whether my Great Grandfather's people came 
as United Empire Loyalists or came from England in the early 
1800's. 


My Grandfather Robinson West Griffis and my Grandmother 
Julia Ettie Wood were married in Cobourg on July 4th, 1882 and 
were living in Port Hope at the tinie. Their birthdates aze 
Mar. 24th, 1658 and Oct. 15th, 1862, respectively. My Grandmother 
Julia Wood was born in England. 


Ly mother visited Adolphustown a few years ago ona 
Wels bus trip and was very much interested but you were just 
starting the Museum and cther projects. I dojhope to visit 
there some time soone 


Any information you could give me would be appreciated. 
If there is any fee please let me know. 


Yours very truly; - 
Bl. KL (berth eanw 
Mrse Re Le Blackbourn, 
(nee Alma Beatrice Griffis) 
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